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Virginia’s Participation in the Spanish American War, the Philippine Insurrection, and the China Relief Expedition

INTRODUCTION

This bibliography is one of a series intended to be companions to the Virginia Military Dead database available via the Library of
Virginia home page on the worldwide web. It should come in handy when the database user needs to fill in gaps in information
or understanding regarding information found in the database. Unless otherwise noted, all items listed below are in the stacks.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR

Although the United States did not declare war against Spain until 25 April 1898, fourteen Virginia sailors were killed or listed
as Missing in Action as a result of the explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor on 15 February 1898. “Remember the
Maine” became the battle cry for those Americans who held Spain responsible for deaths of American sailors. Two months later
the war officially began. 

Virginians served in four volunteer regiments, the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 6th Virginia Regiments. The Virginians who volunteered
expected to see active service as a part of the Volunteer Army of the United States, but few of them ever reached Cuba. Of the
four regiments, only the 4th Regiment was sent to Cuba, and only for a short time following the signing of the Treaty of Paris,
which officially ended the war. For a detailed account of the service of the Virginia Volunteers during the Spanish-American
War, see the United Spanish War Veterans, Department of Virginia, Annual Report of the Department Historian (E714.3 U7). 

PHILIPPINE INSURRECTION

The Philippine Insurrection began in February 1899, following the purchase of the Philippines by the United States from
Spain and the refusal of the United States to recognize a sovereign Philippine government. It ended in July 1902 when Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt declared the Philippines pacified. At least 45 Virginians died in this conflict.

CHINA RELIEF EXPEDITION (BOXER REBELLION)

In June 1900, a coalition of eight major military powers including the United States went into Peking (Beijing), China to res-
cue foreigners who were being threatened by members of a Chinese secret society, known as the Boxers. The Boxers sought to
drive all foreigners out of China and put an end to any foreign influence in China. The coalition became known as the China
Relief Expedition. 

GENERAL

Barton, Clara. The Red Cross: In Peace and War. N.p.: American Historical Press, 1906. HV568 B29 1906 

Copeland, Wilbur R. A Complete History of the Spanish-American War of 1898. New York: Mershon Co., 1899. E715 C7

Gatewood, Willard B. Black Americans and the White Man’s Burden, 1898–1903. Urbana, Ill.: University of Illinois Press,
1975. E721 G27

LeRoy, James Alfred. The Americans in the Philippines; A History of the Conquest and First Years of Occupation, with an
Introductory Account of the Spanish Rule. New York: AMS Press, 1970. DS685 L586 1970

Mariners’ Museum (Newport News, Va.). The Spanish-American War, 1898: A Semi-Centennial Exhibition, 1948. Newport
News, Va.: Mariners’ Museum, 1948. E734 M3

Marines in the Spanish-American War, 1895–1899: Anthology and Annotated Bibliography. Washington, D.C.: History and
Museums Division, Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, 1998. D 214.13:SP 2

Miller, Stuart Creighton. “Benevolent Assimilation”: The American Conquest of the Philippines, 1899–1903. New Haven,
Conn.: Yale University Press, 1982. DS679 M59 1982

O’Toole, George J. A. The Spanish War: An American Epic - 1898. New York: Norton, 1984. E715 O76 1984

Storey, Moorfield. The Conquest of the Philippines by the United States, 1898–1925. New York: Putnam’s, 1926. DS685 S7
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United States. Adjutant-General’s Office. Correspondence Relating to the War with Spain and Conditions Growing Out of the
Same, Including the Insurrection in the Philippine Islands and the China Relief Expedition, Between the Adjutant-General
of the Army and Military Commanders in the United States, Cuba, Porto Rico, China, and the Philippine Islands, from
April 15, 1898, to July 30, 1902. With an Appendix Giving the Organization of Army Corps and a Brief History of the
Volunteer Organizations in the Service of the United States During the War with Spain ... Washington, D.C.: Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1902. W 3. 2: C 81/1

United States. Adjutant-General’s Office. Correspondence Relating to the War with Spain: Including the Insurrection in the
Philippine Islands and the China Relief Expedition, April 15, 1898, to July 30, 1902. Washington, D.C.: Center of 
Military History, U.S. Army, 1993. D 114.2:SP 1/V.1-2

United States. Dept. of the Army. Office of the Surgeon General. Report on the Origin and Spread of Typhoid Fever in U. S. Mil-
itary Camps During the Spanish War of 1898. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1904. Serial Set 4748–4749

United States. War Dept. Five Years of the War Department Following the War with Spain, 1899–1903, As Shown in the
Annual Reports of the Secretary of War. Washington, D.C.: The Dept., 1904. W 1.2:R 29

REFERENCE
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Crawford, Michael J. The Spanish-American War: Historical Overview and Select Bibliography. Washington, D.C.: Naval 
Historical Center, Dept. of the Navy, 1998. D 221.17:5 (microform)
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LOCAL HISTORIES

Hadfield, Kathleen Halverson, ed. Historical Notes on Amelia County. Amelia, Va.: Amelia County, 1982. F232 A54 H57 

Featherston, Nathaniel Ragland. Appomattox County: History and Genealogy. Baltimore, Md.: Reprinted for Clearfield 
Company by Genealogical Publishing Co., 1998. F232 A65 F285 1998
“Originally published as pages 1–62 and 99–288 of The History of Appomattox, Virginia, also World War II — I and
Spanish American War Service Record below.

Featherston, Nathaniel Ragland. The History of Appomattox, Virginia, also World War II–I and Spanish American War 
Service Record. Appomattox, Va.: American Legion Post 104, 1948.F232 A65 F3

Bland County Centennial Corporation. History of Bland County, Virginia. Bland, Va.: Bland County Centennial Corpora-
tion, 1961. F232 B5 B5 

White, Charles W. The Hidden and the Forgotten: Contributions of Buckingham Blacks to American History. Marceline, Mo.:
Walsworth Press, 1985. F232 B96 W56

Harrison, Noel Garraux. City of Canvas: Camp Russell A. Alger and the Spanish-American War. Falls Church, Va.: Falls
Church Historical Commission: Fairfax County History Commission, 1988. E726 V8 H37 1988

Brown, Douglas Summers. Chase City and Its Environs: The Southside Virginia Experience, 1765–1975. Chase City, Va.:
Publication Committee, 1975. F234 C48 B87

Williamson, Mary Ann Lutz. The History of Edinburg, Virginia. Stephens City, Va.: Edinburg Heritage Foundation, 1994.
F234 E35 W73 
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Steadman, Melvin Lee. Falls Church, by Fence and Fireside. Falls Church, Va.: Falls Church Public Library, 1964. 
F234 F19 S8 

King, Helen H. Historical Notes on Isle of Wight County, Virginia. Isle of Wight County, Va.: Isle of Wight County Board of
Supervisors, 1993. F232 I82 K57 

Davis, Margaret Grim. Madison County Virginia: A Revised History. Madison, Va.: Board of Supervisors of Madison County,
1977. F232 M2 D26 

Bradshaw, Herbert Clarence. History of Prince Edward County, Virginia, from Its Earliest Settlements to Its Establishment in
1754 to Its Bicentennial Year. Richmond, Va.: Dietz Press, 1955. F232 P83 B5

Johnson, Elisabeth B. Rappahannock County, Virginia: A History, Fact, Fiction, Foolishness and the Fairfax Story. Orange,
Va.: Green Publishers, 1981. F232 R2 J66

Ryland, Elizabeth Lowell, ed. Richmond County, Virginia: A Review Commemorating the Bicentennial, 1776–1976. Warsaw,
Va.: Richmond County Board of Supervisors, 1976. F232 R5 R5 

Jack, George S. History of Roanoke County. Wytheville, Va.: Bookworm & Silverfish, 1999. F232 R54 J14 

Rockbridge Area Genealogical Society. Rockbridge County Virginia: Heritage Book 1778–1997. Summersville, W.Va.:
Walsworth Publishing Co., 1997. F232 R6 R53 1997 

Middleton, Norwood C. Salem: A Virginia Chronicle. Salem, Va.: Salem Historical Society, 1986. F234 S148 M62 1986 

Wayland, John Walter. A History of Shenandoah County, Virginia. Strasburg, Va.: Shenandoah Publishing House, 1927. 
F232 S47 W3 

Musselman, Homer D. Stafford County, Virginia: Veterans and Cemeteries. Fredericksburg, Va.: Bookcrafters, 1994. 
F232 S86 M983 1994 

Kegley, Mary B. Wythe County, Virginia: A Bicentennial History. Wytheville, Va.: Wythe County Board of Supervisors, 1989.
F232 W9 K45

PERIODICALS

Richmond Planet. Richmond, Va.: John Mitchell, Jr. Film 46
Contains frequent letters and articles about the war and the activities of the 6th Virginia Infantry.

The Stars and Bars. Richmond, Va.: Service Press, 1923–1929. E485 R2
Although this is a publication of the Virginia Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans, it contains numerous references to
people and events in the subject conflicts.

MAGAZINE ARTICLES

Alexander, Ann Field. “No Officers, No Fight: The Sixth Virginia Volunteers in the Spanish American War.” Virginia 
Cavalcade 47 (Autumn 1998): 178–191. F221 V73

Gatewood, Willard B., Jr. “Virginia’s Negro Regiment in the Spanish-American War: The Sixth Virginia Volunteers.”
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 80 (April 1972): 193–209. F221 V9

Lindgren, James M. “The Apostasy of a Southern Anti-Imperialist: Joseph Bryan, the Spanish-American War, and Business
Expansion.” Southern Studies 2 (summer 1991): 151–178. F366 L935
Joseph Bryan (1845–1908) was editor of the Richmond Times.
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REGISTERS

Callahan, Edward W., ed. List of Officers of the Navy of the United States and of the Marine Corps from 1775–1900. New
York: L.R. Hamersly & Co., 1901. V11 U7 C2

Cook, Roy Bird. Lewis County in the Spanish-American War. Charleston, W. Va: Jarrett Printing Co., 1925. F247 L6 C72.
Includes one soldier from Staunton, Va.

History and Wars of Roanoke County, 1671–1945. Unpublished typescript, Roanoke County microfilm, Reel 23, pp. 339–353.

Powell, William H., Colonel. List of Officers of the Army of the United States from 1779–1900. Detroit, Mich.: Gale Research
Company, 1967. U11 U5 P7 1967 

Register of Former Cadets. Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, Virginia, 1939. Roanoke Va.: Roanoke Printing Co., Inc.,
1939. U430 V8 A45 

Register of Graduates and Former Cadets. United States Military Academy, 1960. West Point, N.Y.: West Point Alumni 
Foundation, Inc., 1960. U410 H35

Virginia. Adjutant General’s Office. Official Army Register for the Years 1898, 1899, 1901–1903. Washington, D.C.: War
Department. W3. 11

Wilson, Polly Tipton. Honor Bright: Tiptons in the Military: Lord Dunmore’s War, 1760’s–1774 Through The Spanish 
American War, 1898. Anna, Tex.: Wilson Pub. Co., 1991. CS71 T592 1991
This item is a Tipton family history and includes a register of soldiers who served in various conflicts as noted in the title.

See also Weems, John Edward under Registers of War Dead.

REGISTERS OF WAR DEAD

Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia. Cemeteries Committee. Gone But Not Forgotten: Gravestone Inscriptions & 
Burials of Chesterfield County, Virginia. Chesterfield County, Va.: The Committee, 1998. F232 C52 C575 1998

Peterson, Clarence Stewart. Known Military Dead during the Spanish American War and the Philippines Insurrection,
1898–1901. Baltimore, Md.: n.p., 1958. Reference Files, “Virginia Spanish American War.” 

Virginia. Adjutant General’s Office. Report of the Adjutant-General of the State of Virginia for the year (1898–1902).
Richmond, Va.: Rush U. Derr, Superintendent Public Printing. UA43 V8

Weems, John Edward. The Fate of the Maine. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1958. E721 6 W4 
Includes a roster of crewmembers, noting rank/rating, hometown, and status with regard to the explosion (i.e., wounded,
missing, dead, etc.).

See also Sigsbee, Charles D. under Personal Narratives.

REGIMENTAL HISTORIES

Cashin, Herschel V. Under Fire with the Tenth U. S. Cavalry. Niwot, Colo.: University Press of Colorado, 1993. 
E725.45 10th C3 1993 
Contains biographical sketches of several Virginia soldiers.

Johnson, William Henry. History of the Colored Volunteer Infantry of Virginia, 1871–99. N.p.: 1923. UA504 6th J71 1923

Jones, Virgil Carrington. Roosevelt’s Rough Riders. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1971. E725.45 1st J65 
Contains information on several Virginia people and places.
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No Glory for the Guards. Hampton, Va.: Syms-Eaton Museum, 19—. F234 H23 H81 no.7 
A brief history of Company D, 4th Virginia Infantry (the Peninsula Guards from Hampton).

Temple, Harry Downing. The Bugle’s Echo: A Chronology of Cadet Life at the Military College at Blacksburg, Virginia, The
Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College and The Virginia Polytechnic Institute. Blacksburg, Va.: Virginia Tech
Corps of Cadets Alumni, 1996. LD5655 T46 1996

United Spanish War Veterans. Dept. of Virginia. Annual Report of the Department Historian ... N.p.: 19–. E714.3 U7

See also Weems, John Edward under Registers of War Dead.

PERSONAL NARRATIVES

On an Army Mule through Virginia and What Was Seen and Heard on the Trip: Comprising Forty Humorous Stories as Told
by Old Soldiers. New York: J. S. Ogilvie Pub. Co., 1907. E717 O6

Sigsbee, Charles D. The Maine: An Account of Her Destruction in Havanna Harbor, the Personal Narrative of Captain
Charles D. Sigsbee, U.S.N. London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1899. E727 S57 
Includes a list of personnel killed in the explosion of the USS Maine, among whom were at least fifteen Virginians.

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

U.S. Congress. House. Claims of Certain Citizens of Virginia. 57th Cong., 1st Sess., H. Rept. 477. Fiche 85 (No. 4401, 
Fiche 2) Regarding damages to property incident to the encampment at Manassas and march from Camp Alger to 
Thoroughfare Gap, Va. by volunteer soldiers during the war with Spain.

U.S. Congress. House. Relief of the State of Virginia. 57th Cong., 1st Sess., H. Rept. 1287. Fiche 85 (No. 4403, Fiche 6) 
Governor Tyler seeks reimbursement for $1,000.00 spent for shoes, clothing and medicines on behalf of the Second 
Regiment, Virginia Volunteer Infantry at Jacksonville, Florida.

U.S. Congress. Senate. Claims of Certain Citizens of Virginia. 57th Cong., 2nd Sess., S. Rept. 2828. Fiche 85 (No. 4411,
Fiche 7) Senate version of (otherwise identical to) House Report 477 listed above.

U.S. Congress. Senate. Expenses Incurred by Virginia in Equipping, etc., Troops. 55th Cong., 3rd Sess., S. Doc. 37. Fiche 85
(No. 3728, Fiche 7) Governor Tyler seeks reimbursement for $2,957.81 spent for clothing and shoes on behalf of the Sec-
ond, Third, and Fourth Regiments of Virginia Volunteers, but the amount is withheld due to certain indebtedness of the
State of Virginia to the United States.

ARCHIVAL RESOURCES

Archival materials relating to these conflicts can be found by searching in the Archives and Manuscripts Catalog for the subject
terms: Spanish American War, 1898, or Philippine Insurrection, 1899–1901

PERSONAL PAPERS

Bumgardner, James, Jr. Bumgardner Family Genealogical Notes, 1811–1917. Accession No: 26364.
Included are transcripts of letters, 1898-1899 of Rudolph Bumgardner, of Richmond, concerning his service during the
Spanish-American War in Jacksonville, Florida; Macon, Georgia; and Cuba. 

Cabell family. Letters, 1879–1905. Accession No: 22968.                     
Letters, 1879-1905, of the Cabell family of Albemarle and Nelson Counties, Virginia, consisting of, among other items, a letter,
dated 27 July 1898, from Mayo Cabell (1878-1916) to “Cousin John” noting the arrival of another member of the family in
camp and discussing Mayo’s lessening hopes that his brigade will see action during the Spanish-American War; and a letter,
dated 29 July 1898, from Charles Ellet Cabell (1871–1934) to “my dear cousin” informing him of the arrival of “John” in camp
and sending along camp news. Charles Ellet Cabell volunteered in the United States Army as a private during the Spanish-
American War. In 1899 he was appointed major of the 32nd Infantry Division and commanded a battalion in the Philippines.
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Minor family. Papers, 1732–1900. Accession No: 27519
This collection concerns family news, family genealogy, listings of births, marriages, and deaths, and, in one letter, the
Philippines military situation in 1900.

ORGANIZATION RECORDS

United Daughters of the Confederacy. Richmond Chapter (Richmond, Va.) Cross of Military Service Applications,
1909–1949 (bulk 1942–1949). Accession No: 23489
Consists of applications for the “Cross of Military Service,” an award for men who, in addition to having a Confederate
ancestor, served honorably in the Spanish-American War, the Philippine Insurrection, World War I, or World War II. 

United Daughters of the Confederacy. Virginia Division. Cross of Military Service and Southern Cross of Honor Applications,
1900–1944. Accession Nos.: 22646, 22756
Consists, primarily, of applications, including accompanying documentation, for the Southern Cross of Honor and the
Cross of Military Service awards. Folder 44 (in box 8) contains a bound index of the chapters in the United Daughters of
the Confederacy that bestowed medals. Under each chapter is included the name of the recipient and the number and date
the medal was bestowed. The Southern Cross of Honor medal was awarded to soldiers who served honorably in the Civil
War. Later, this award became the Cross of Military Service, which was awarded to men who, in addition to having a Con-
federate ancestor, served in the Spanish-American War, the Philippine Insurrection, World War I, or World War II.

GOVERNMENT RECORDS

Virginia. Governor’s Office. Spanish-American War. Virginia Veterans Pay and Ration Claims, 1906–1913. Accession 24545. 
See lists of men issued pay checks, lists of men issued ration checks, rough copy of list of claims for commutation of pay by
members of 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 6th Regiments. 

Virginia. Dept. of Military Affairs. Virginia Volunteers. Spanish-American War Muster-In/Out Rolls for the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and
6th Infantry, 1898-1899. Accession 32116. Miscellaneous Reels 2087-2091.
The muster rolls include the following information: number; names; description including age, height, complexion, eyes,
and hair; town & state born; occupation; married or single; if single, name and address of parent or guardian; and remarks.

MAP COLLECTION

Eastern Cuba. Positions of Cuban and Spanish Forces Prior to July 3, 1898. United States War Department.  729.1 1898 1901

Theatre of Military Operations in Cuba. New York: Bormay & Co.  729.1 1898 1901 (1)

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Freeman, H. A. We’ll Stand by the Flag: March and Song. New York: E.T. Paull Music Co., 1898. 
Special Collections – WS M1644 F7 1898

Shell from the wreck of the USS Maine, dated Jan. 1895. Vault 9/b/Box 439

DIGITAL COLLECTION

The Library of Virginia Home Page <www.lva.lib.va.us/> 

1939 World’s Fair Photograph Collection. Includes three items on Walter Reed.

Charles F. Gillette Photograph Collection. Includes one photograph of the Spanish-American War monument at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Tazewell County Photographs. Includes three items on the Spanish-American War.

Virginia Historical Inventory. Has at least five items relevant to the Spanish-American War and Philippine Insurrection.



WORLDWIDE WEB

Ancestry.com. An online source for family history research made up of multiple databases. There are seven databases related to
the Spanish-American War in the Military Records section. <www.ancestry.com> (Available in the Reading Rooms at the
Library of Virginia.)

Discovering Family Histories. Spanish-American War 1898.
<http://freepages.military.rootsweb.com/~northing/usa/wars/sp_am.html>.

Historical Museum of Southern Florida. The Spanish-American War. <www.historical-museum.org/history/war/war.htm>. 

The Library of Congress. The World of 1898: The Spanish-American War. <www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/1898/>.

McSherry, Patrick, ed. The Spanish American War Centennial Website. <www.spanamwar.com/war.html>.

National Archives and Records Administration. Sailors, Soldiers and Marines of the Spanish American War: The Legacy of
USS Maine. <http://nara.gov/publications/prologue/1898gen1.html>

Naval Historical Center. Casualties: U.S. Navy and Marine Corps Personnel Killed and Wounded in Wars, Conflicts and 
Hostile Incidents. <http://history.navy.mil/faqs/faq56-1.htm>

The Spanish-American War Historical Overview and Select Bibliography. <www.history.navy.mil/biblio/biblio7/biblio7c.htm>.

Ships of the Spanish AmericanWar. <www.history.navy.mil/photos/events/spanam/ships/colliers.htm>.

Powell, Anthony. Virginia Colored Volunteer Infantry, 1871–1899. <www.coax.net/people/lwf/vir_bo.htm>.

Southampton County Military Units: Spanish-American War. <www.fastrus.com/~cliff/mil.htm>.

Sylvester, Melvin R. African American Freedom Fighters - Soldiers for Liberty. <www.liu.edu/cwis/cwp/library/aaffsfl.htm>.

Temple, Harry D., Col. V.P.I. in the Spanish American War. <http://spec.lib.vt.edu/archives/spanamer/spamwar1.htm>.

United States Army. Spanish-American War Medal of Honor Recipients. <www.army.mil/cmh-pg/mohspan.htm>

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Elizabeth Seawell Hairston Papers Inventory.
<www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/h/Hairston,Elizabeth_Seawell_Hairston.html>.
This is a finding aid to this collection, which includes several 1898 letters relating to George Hairston’s enlistment and
subsequent discharge from the 3rd Regiment in the Spanish-American War.

Alfred A. Pruden Papers Inventory. <www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/htm/04997_m.htm>.
This is a finding aid to this collection, which includes military papers relating to the career of Lieutenant Colonel Alfred A.
Pruden, a native of Virginia, chaplain in the 1st North Carolina Volunteer Infantry during the Spanish-American War,
1898–1899.

University of Virginia Health System. Yellow Fever/Reed Commission Exhibit.
<www.hsc.virginia.edu/hs-library/historical/yelfev/tabcon.html>.

Willoughby, Earl L. Spanish-American War Page. <www.ecsis.net/~jrwilobe/>.

Zwick, Jim. The Phillipine-American War. <www.boondocksnet.com/centennial/war.html>.

The Spanish-American War. <www.boondocksnet.com/centennial/spanam.html>.
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